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Starlight, Stillness and Fossils - A Sutherland Karoo Escape-2027
R19,000 per person

Join Africa Sky Runners as we host you on an amazing escape from Stellenbosch to
Sutherland - a stargazing capital of the world. 

A short flight from Stellenbosch opens into a completely different world. Within an hour,
the lush vineyards of the Cape give way to the vast, untamed expanse of the Karoo — a
landscape defined by space, silence, and the vast Africa sky. Starlight & Stillness –
Sutherland Karoo Escape is a two-night journey into this extraordinary environment,
where time slows and perspective shifts.

At Rogge Cloof Private Nature Reserve, set high on the Roggeveld plateau, the
experience unfolds slowly. Days are shaped by the rhythms of the land — dawn drives
across open plains, encounters with wildlife, and immersive experiences that connect you
to both the living Karoo and its ancient past, from fossil landscapes dating back 250
million years to the quiet presence of springbok moving through the reserve. Evenings
bring a different kind of rhythm, with Karoo hospitality, distinctive high-altitude wines, and
skies so clear that the Milky Way becomes part of the experience itself.

Your Africa Sky Runners pilot is your host and guide— connecting the flying to the
landscape, and all the experiences and moments in between. 

This getaway is carefully designed to change pace and perspective. A rare opportunity to
step away from the noise, reconnect with space, the past, stillness, and experience one of



South Africa’s most profound and unexpected wildernesses — all within effortless reach
by private Cessna. 

From R18,000 per person (for four people)

R31,200 per person for two people.

Price is fully inclusive: Includes return flights in private aircraft, 2 nights accommodation in
the Orion suites at Rogge Cloof Private Nature Reserves guest farm, all meals and wine
tasting and other experiences, all local transfers as well as hosting by your pilot and
guide. 

Excludes additional wine purchases and transfers to and from Stellenbosch airfield. 
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Trip Summary

14:00 Board for your flying adventure from Stellenbosch
Fly from Stelllenbosch to Sutherland - the heart of the Karoo
Check in at Rogge Cloof -
Rogge Cloof

16:00 Taste unique Karoo highland wines at Rogge Cloof
Dinner with Karoo cuisine and hospitality

6:00 Experience the stillness of the morning Karoo with a dawn nature drive
Hearty Karoo breakfast
Option 1: Cheetah tracking
Option 2: Climb Salpeterkop
Option 3: History drive and walk
Option 4: Nature drive and fossil exploration
Experience the Infinite Karoo skies

6:00 Experience the stillness of the morning Karoo with a dawn nature drive
10:00 Experience iconic Karoo Springbok up close - be part of recreating a dream
11:00 Transfer back to the airstrip
12:00 Fly from Karoo to Stellenbosch

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3
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Day 1

DEPARTURE
14:00
- South Africa Standard Time
Board for your flying adventure from Stellenbosch
Start your flying adventure with Africa Sky Runners from Stellenbosch Airfield - easily one of the most beautiful and scenic
airfields in the world. 

Nestled between rolling vineyards and majestic mountain ranges, this charming airfield offers the perfect launchpad for an
unforgettable aerial adventure. 

Enjoy panoramic views of the Stellenbosch mountains and the lawns surrounding the airfield, nestled in one of South
Africa’s oldest and most picturesque towns of Stellenbosch. 

Before or after your flight, relax at the club’s welcoming facilities, which include a cozy restaurant with outdoor seating,
offering delicious meals and refreshments with stunning views of the aircraft taking off or landing. 

Experience the breathtaking beauty of the Cape Winelands from above! 

DEPARTURE
- 1 hr
- South Africa Standard Time
Fly from Stelllenbosch to Sutherland - the heart of the Karoo
Flying over the undulating landscapes and mountains of the of Cape wine growing region, the aircraft then climbs over the
rugged beauty of the Cape Fold mountains, where ancient rock formations, deep orange cliffs, and hidden valleys create a
breathtaking, otherworldly view. 

Watch it transform into the stark, mesmerizing expanse of the Tankwa Karoo, where the vast semi-desert plains, dust-
colored ridges, and winding riverbeds paint a picture of untamed isolation. The remote roads of the Tankwa Karoo
National Park cut like ribbons through the arid landscape, while occasional farmsteads and scattered acacia trees break
the monotony of the endless plains. 

Crossing into the Karoo Highlands, the terrain softens into rolling hills and rugged plateaus as you descend toward
Sutherland, one of South Africa’s most remote towns in the middle of the clear and pristine Karoo. 

Touching down on the Sutherland airstrip, you step into the heart of the Karoo—a land of big Africa skies, crisp air, and
timeless beauty.
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Check in at Rogge Cloof
Situated at an altitude of 1,400 to 1,700 meters in the heart of the Karoo, Rogge Cloof Private Nature Reserve is part of the
Roggeveld plateau, an area known for its sweeping plains and crystal-clear skies, making it an ideal dark sky reserve for
stargazing. Named after the wild rye once abundant here, the Roggeveld is a natural treasure, home to awe-inspiring
mountain ranges and rich biodiversity.

The lodge is designed with a light Karoo touch — comfortable, understated, and intentionally in harmony with its
surroundings. Rooms are spacious and well-appointed, offering panoramic views across open plains, with large windows
that draw in the landscape and the ever-changing Karoo light. Heating ensures comfort during the cooler high-altitude
evenings, while thoughtful details throughout the space create a sense of comfort and style, without excess.

At the heart of the lodge, inviting communal areas offer space to relax and take in the setting — whether beside a fire, on
an open terrace, or in a quiet corner with a glass of Rogge Cloof wine. The facilities are simple but considered: a place to
unwind, reconnect, and settle into the stillness that defines this part of the Karoo.

Discover the quiet serenity of Rogge Cloof, where history, nature, and the cosmos converge in an extraordinary
experience.

16:00
- South Africa Standard Time
Taste unique Karoo highland wines at Rogge Cloof
Rogge Cloof proudly offer a selection of their own wines, crafted from grapes grown in the coldest and highest wine-
producing region of South Africa, the Sutherland-Karoo. 

Join a hosted wine tasting session to experience the unique flavors of the wines produced in this distinctive unique region. 

Current Rogge Cloof wines include: De Knolle Fonteyn, Salpeterkop, Sneeukop, De Rogge Cloof, Joachim Scholtz, Cape
To Cairo, Letaba, Timbavati, Emineo and others.

 Enjoy these wines and more with our guided wine tasting sessions.

Rogge Cloof
Route 354, Sutherland, South Africa
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Dinner with Karoo cuisine and hospitality
Shaped by the rhythms of the Karoo, served in a warm setting, the meal celebrates refined but honest cuisine, often
prepared over open fire and paired with the estate’s own wines. 

As the temperature drops and the night deepens outside, the lodge becomes a place of soft light, good conversation, and
unhurried enjoyment — a fitting close to a day defined by space and stillness.  

Day 2

6:00
- 2 hr
-
Experience the stillness of the morning Karoo with a dawn nature drive
At first light, set out into the quiet expanse of the Karoo, when the landscape is at its most serene. 

The air is crisp, the light soft, and movement begins to reveal itself across the plains — antelope emerging in the distance,
birds calling into the morning, and the subtle signs of life that define this environment.

It is a drive of feeling the still presence of this untouched land — an opportunity to experience the calm, rhythm, and
understated beauty of the Karoo as a new day begins.

Stop for a coffee and bushveld snacks, and hear the silence and feel the tranquil space of the magnificent open Karoo.

Hearty Karoo breakfast
After the morning’s experience of the wild peaceful Karoo, return to the lodge for a hearty Karoo breakfast 

A well-earned and generous meal prepares you for the day ahead with many options available to choose from
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Option 1: Cheetah tracking
Rogge Cloof Private Nature Reserve is a closed-system and is surrounded by Karoo sheep farms. Although they are wild
and hunt for themselves, cheetahs on Rogge Cloof are collared and closely monitored.

Join an activity to track and view the Cheetah in their ancient natural habitat. 

Guided Cheetah Tracking on the Reserve is subject to various internal and external factors, such as the location of the
cheetahs on the Reserve at the time, weather, movement of the cheetahs, research and conservation processes, such as
medical examinations, re-collaring and relocation of cheetahs, and therefore cheetah tracking outings may not always be
immediately available. 




Option 2: Climb Salpeterkop
Join us for an exciting guided outing to Salpeterkop Volcano, a striking conical mountain that stands at 1,727 meters and
can be seen from miles away.

As the southernmost and last active volcano in South Africa, this extinct volcano offers a unique opportunity to explore its
fascinating geological history and breathtaking views.

Option 3: History drive and walk
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Discover a piece of history with a guided drive and walk to the remains of Anglo-Boer War forts, set against the dramatic
backdrop of the Karoo.

Explore these historic sites and learn about the stories of resilience and conflict that shaped the region, all while taking in
the expansive views that surround you.

Option 4: Nature drive and fossil exploration
Embark on a unique journey through the breathtaking landscapes of Rogge Cloof with our Guided Nature Drive,
culminating in an unforgettable visit to our Permian Age Fossil Field.

Begin with an engaging fossil presentation in our wine cellar, followed by a scenic drive through the Reserve. 

Immerse yourself directly in a landscape that conveys hints of ancient history with evidence of fossils from 250 million years
ago - just lying there on the ground for all to see. 

Experience the Infinite Karoo skies
As night settles over Rogge Cloof, the Karoo reveals one of its most extraordinary dimensions. 

Rogge Cloof is blessed with a truly magnificent view of the heavens. Far from artificial light, the sky comes alive with
remarkable clarity — constellations sharpen, planets glow, and the Milky Way stretches uninterrupted across the horizon. 

Guided through this celestial landscape, you begin to appreciate both the science and the scale of what lies above. It is a
quietly powerful experience — one that shifts perspective, slows time, and reminds you just how vast the world beyond is.

 Rogge Cloof’s altitude combined with the unpolluted Karoo darkness, provides a very special opportunity to view & capture
the total magnificence of the stars and planets.

 

Page 8 of 11



Day 3

6:00
- 2 hr
-
Experience the stillness of the morning Karoo with a dawn nature drive
Don't miss another opportunity to experience the incredible peace and beauty of the Karoo at Dawn. 

At first light, set out into the quiet expanse of the Karoo, when the landscape is at its most still and untouched. The air is
crisp, the light soft, and movement begins to reveal itself across the plains — antelope emerging in the distance, birds
calling into the morning, and the subtle signs of life that define this environment. It is not a drive in search of spectacle, but
one of presence — an opportunity to experience the calm, rhythm, and understated beauty of the Karoo as a new day
begins.

Stop for a coffee and bushveld snacks and hear the silence and feel the space of the magnificent open Karoo.

10:00
-
Experience iconic Karoo Springbok up close - be part of recreating a dream
Become part of the dream of Rogge Cloof to recreate the huge herds of springbok that once spanned the plains of the
Karoo. 

Springbok used to form very large herds to migrate, with migrations so large that you could see the dust of the springbok
many kilometres away. The most recent migration took place in 1896 and unfortunately since then, hunting, roads, fences,
urbanisation, farming and other human developments have wiped it out.

Join the Roggecloof team as they feed a captive group of Springbok, before they get released to the wild and get an
opportunity to get close to this Karoo iconic species. 

At Rogge Cloof, feeding the springbok is a gentle, respectful interaction — an opportunity to be present as these graceful
animals move closer, curious and unhurried. The experience feels intimate and grounding, offering a deeper connection to
the rhythms of life on the reserve.
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11:00
-
Transfer back to the airstrip
All too soon our time at Rogge Cloof draws to a close. 

Our Land Rover carries us back across the reserve to the airstrip, retracing the open plains now familiar in a different light.
Along the way, there is time for one last look — the vastness, the wildlife, the subtle textures of the Karoo — all part of a
landscape that has revealed itself slowly and deliberately.

At the aircraft, your pilot prepares for departure, and soon you are airborne once more. 

However, the memory of the unhurried, reflective, and deeply felt space lingers. 

There is no abrupt ending here, only a gentle transition as we take in the final moments of space, silence, and horizon. It is
the kind of place that stays with you, long after you leave.

DEPARTURE
12:00
- 1 hr
-
Fly from Karoo to Stellenbosch
Getting airborne from the Sutherland airstrip, Rogge Cloof recedes beneath you, the stillness gives way to motion, and the
journey back to Stellenbosch unfolds. Yet something of the Karoo remains — a shift in pace, a sense of perspective, and
the quiet memory of starlight and stillness.

The stark, mesmerizing expanse of the Tankwa Karoo, fades as we fly over the rugged Cape Fold mountain ranges, with a
dramatic transformation of the landscape below from Tankwa Karoo’s desert plains, to the fertile, vine-covered valleys
that define the Stellnbosch wine region. 
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